
 

To: Lincolnwood School District 74 Board of Education 

From: Dr. Kimberly Nasshan  

Date: August 10, 2020 

Re:    2020-2021 Reopening Plans 

 

Purpose and Background: 

The State of Illinois is currently in Phase 4 of Governor Pritzker’s Restore Illinois Plan. Phase 4 outlines the 

Revitalization Phase for the state. 

 

 On June 23, 2020 the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) and the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 

published guidance for schools to consider as we plan on reopening schools in the fall.  

During Phase 4, Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) has mandated the following guidelines for schools:  

●  Require use of appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE), including face coverings 

●  Prohibit more than 50 individuals from gathering in one space 

●  Require social distancing be observed, as much as possible 

●  Require that schools conduct symptom screenings and temperature checks or require that individuals self-certify 

that they are free of symptoms before entering school buildings 

●  Require an increase in school-wide cleaning and disinfection 

 

On June 29, 2020 ISBE provided additional information with questions and answers and then on July 23, ISBE Fall 

Learning Recommendations were released to the Illinois Districts.  

 

In mid June, the District began planning for the Reopening of the 20-21 school year. A Back to School Committee 

was formed and we began to construct the reopening. We engaged parents and staff through surveys, providing 

an opportunity to ask questions, and then we tailored town hall meetings for both staff and parents to address 

the multitude of questions. The committee goals were established at the onset: safety first, social emotional 

strategies and the expectations for academic engagement. 

 

Based on these publications, preliminary community survey data, and the Back to School Committee, Board of 

Education and administration input, please find the Reopening Plan for the 2020-2021 school year, which focuses 

on the following.  

● Safety for students and staff, following the guidance provided 

● Social and emotional (SEL) considerations along with teaching strategies to address SEL 

● Choice for families as the preliminary survey suggested (in-person or remote) 

● A slow opening for the in-person learners for the first few days to allow for staff to adjust to the new 

atmosphere under safety protocols  

 

http://www.dph.illinois.gov/restore
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Part-3-Transition-Planning-Phase-4.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Part-3-Transition-Planning-Phase-4.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/FAQ-Part-3-Transition-Guidance.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Fall-2020-Learning-Rec.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Fall-2020-Learning-Rec.pdf


 Reopening SD74 2020-2021 
 
Basics of the Reopening Plan 
 
1. Schools will be open with Illinois Department of Health (IDPH) approved safety guidance. 
2. Parents will have the choice of an in-person school day vs. remote learning school day.  
3. As mandated by the Illinois State Board of Education, face coverings will be required throughout the day. 
4. Face coverings must be multi-layered, fully cover the mouth and nose, and the covering must fit snugly against 

the sides of the face with no gaps.  
5. If a student provides a verified document from a physician that cites a medical reason not to wear a face covering, 

we will work with those families in partnership with our medical consultant and our legal counsel to ensure the 
highest level of compliance with the guidance of the health department. 

6. Six feet of social distancing will be enforced in all settings, as much as possible, through practices such as: 
i. Using multiple entrances and exits during arrival and dismissal. 

ii. Organizing classroom furniture to maximize space between students. 
iii. Eliminating locker usage. 
iv. Staggering passing periods to reduce numbers in the hallway.  
v. Having students move through their day as a cohort when possible. 

vi. Designating traffic patterns in hallways and stairwells. 
 

7. Each student and staff member will be required to certify that they are free of symptoms each morning. 
8. In addition to the daily self certification, a temperature screening will take place on the bus stops for bus riders, 

before exiting the car for parent drop off, and at a “walker” door for those students that walk.  
9. Gatherings of 50 people or less are allowed in one space. 

 

Face Coverings, Hygiene and Sanitizing 
 

1.   The school will provide two cloth face coverings for students and staff.  Disposable masks will also be on-hand 
at  

    all schools in the event a student forgets his/her face covering at home. 

2.   Students will be able to take “face covering breaks” throughout the day in a safe manner and location. 

3.   Face shields are not acceptable as stand-alone face coverings. 

4.   Students will be required to wash their hands and utilize hand sanitizer throughout the day. Hand sanitizer will be 

            available in every classroom. 

5.   Students will bring water bottles to school and fill them at bottle filling  stations. Drinking fountains without 

water bottle filling capabilities will be turned off. 

6.   Bathrooms and high-touch surfaces will be cleaned and sanitized throughout the day.  

7.   Buildings will be sanitized daily. 
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Temperature Checks and Health Screenings 
 

1. Parents will need to take a temperature reading and check for symptoms each morning before students 
leave for school. If your child does not feel well or feel out of the ordinary, stay home. 

2. Staff members will need to take a temperature reading and check for symptoms each morning before leaving for 
work. If you don’t feel well or feel out of the ordinary, stay home. 

3. Students or staff with a fever should stay home and seek medical advice. By sending your child to school or 
reporting to work, you are certifying the following: 

a. The student/employee does not have a fever over 100.0 degrees. 

b. The District will be identifying specific questions to ask each day. 

4.  The District will be monitoring guidance from local and state health agencies on protocols for those traveling from 
other states. 

 

Additional Medical Information 
 
1. In addition to the parent certification, temperature checks for staff and students will be conducted.  

a. If the temperature is 100.0 or greater, a nurse will conduct a second temperature check.  
b. Anyone with a temperature of 100.0 degrees or greater will be isolated, parents/care providers will be 

called, and the student will leave school immediately. 
2. If there is a confirmed case of COVID-19 within a classroom, notification will be provided to inform parents if their 

child was in "close contact" (less than 6 feet  of distance for 15 minutes or more) with the infected individual. 
Mandatory quarantine will be enforced for those students and staff who were in close contact. 

3. Individuals with a temperature over 100.0 degrees will need to: 
a. Quarantine until 10 days have passed since the onset of the symptoms and have had more than 72 hours of 

being fever free, or 
b. Be fever-free without the use of medicine for at least 72 hours and have documentation that the symptoms 

(such as a runny nose) are due to a  non-COVID related condition (such as seasonal allergies). 

 
Transportation 

 
1. Parents are asked to drive students if possible to school to help reduce the number of students on each bus. 
2. Buses will have reduced capacity of approximately 24 per bus. One child per bench, if not from the same household.  
3. Buses will be sanitized before and in between routes. 
4. Masks will be worn on buses. 
5. Parents will need to certify that their child is symptom and temperature-free before boarding the bus. 
6. A SD74 staff member will take the temperature of each child at the bus stop. 

 
Before and After School Activities/Child Care 
 

1. All before and after-school activities are canceled until further notice. 
2. Off campus field trips and off campus extracurricular activities are canceled until further notice. 
3. Decisions on sport seasons will be made in conjunction with the Little Nine Conference and guidance from ISBE/IDPH. 
4. More information is forthcoming regarding Lincolnwood Parks and Recreation programming and Child Care and 

Development Center (CCDC) programming for after school hours. 
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School Day is Family Choice 
 

In-Person School Day 
 
Remote Learning School Day 

● Live instruction occurring daily in SD74 school 
classrooms/buildings.  

● Instruction will occur at the same time as in person 
school day. Live instruction and learning with 
students and teachers interacting through video 
conferencing and other real-time interaction. 

● Some independent work or on-demand work may 
occur during remote learning. (ie. recorded 
instruction, self-guided and individual learning time) 

 

 
Attendance 
 

In-Person School Day 
 
Remote Learning School Day 

● Daily attendance will be taken by the 
classroom teacher. 

● Teachers will record attendance in PowerSchool. 
● Parents are to call in absences for students per 

regular building guidelines. 
● Parents of students who are not reported as absent 

will receive a phone call from a SD74 staff member for 
the purposes of checking in and verifying absence. 

● Daily attendance is expected for all students in the 
remote learning environment. 

● Teachers will record attendance during daily 
Zoom classes. 

● If a student is unable to attend a Zoom class, a 
parent must call the school attendance line and 
report the student as absent. 

● Parents of students who are not reported as absent 
will receive a phone call from a SD74 staff member for 
the purposes of checking in and ensuring students are 
able to access the online materials. 

● If a student does not report to a specific class for 
three (3) consecutive days, teachers and 
administrators will put interventions in place to 
support the student. 

● Interventions will include working collaboratively 
with the students' parents/guardians. 
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Staffing 
 

In-Person School Day 
 
Remote Learning School Day 

● Students will attend school and be taught by their 
assigned classroom teacher. 

● Students will attend classes at home and be taught by 
their assigned teacher. 

● Students will be given a schedule of the day with 
instructions of specific log in times.  

 
Schedule 
 

In-Person School Day 
 
Remote Learning School Day 

● Students will attend school in person based on 

family choice. 

 

● Students in grades 5-8 will attend remote 

instruction from August 25 - September 4. 

Students will begin on Tuesday, September 8 with 

families choosing in-person or remote learning. 

● PK-K - Orientation sessions will be held on 

Wednesday, August 26 with a start of school on 

Thursday, August 27 with families choosing between 

remote learning or in-person learning.  

● Preschool will continue to be half-day beginning 

Thursday, August 27. 

● Kindergarten will begin Thursday, August 27. 

● Students will enter and exit the building using social 

distancing with protective face coverings. 

● Sample Schedule was emailed through the principal 

on August 4 

Preschool  
● Morning Meeting - approximately 15 minutes live 

instruction daily. 
● Live instruction along with remote learning 

activities will be provided daily in early literacy, 
early numeracy, fine and gross motor and 
social-emotional learning. 

● Daily scheduled differentiated small group 
support live instruction as needed. 

● Digital platform - SeeSaw. 
● Related services will be scheduled in 

compliance with a student’s IEP goals. 
 
Kindergarten 
● Morning Meeting - approximately 15 minutes live 

instruction daily. 
● Math - 25 minutes live instruction and 20 

minutes on demand daily. 
● ELA - 25 minutes live instruction and 20 minutes  on 

demand daily. 
● Science or Social Studies - 20 minutes  live 

instruction or on demand instruction daily. 
● Differentiated small group support - 15 minutes live 

instruction 3-5 times per week. 
● Specials - 20 minutes live instruction and/or 20 

minutes on demand 2-3 times per week.  
      (on demand with a weekly menu of activity choices) 
● Physical Education - 20 minutes live instruction 

and/or 20 minutes on demand 2-3 times per week. 
● Social Emotional - 15 minutes live instruction 

and/or 15 minutes on demand weekly. 
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● Brain/activity breaks as needed. 
● Related services will be scheduled in 

compliance with a student’s IEP goals. 

 
Schedule (Continued) 
 

 
Remote Learning School Day 
Grades 1-5 

● Class Meeting - 15 minutes live instruction daily. 
● Math - 30 minutes live instruction and 30 

minutes on demand daily. 
● ELA - 45 minutes live instruction and 45 

minutes on demand daily. 
● Science or Social Studies - 30 minutes live instruction 

and/or on demand instruction daily. 
● Differentiated small group support - 30 minutes 

live instruction 3-5 times per week. 
● Specials - 20 minutes live instruction and/or 20 

minutes on demand 2-3 times per week.  
      (on demand with a weekly menu of activity choices) 
● Physical Education - 20 minutes live instruction 

and/or 20 minutes on demand 2-3 times  per week. 
● Social Emotional - 30 minutes live instruction 

and/or 30 minutes on demand weekly. 
● Brain/activity breaks as needed. 
● Related services will be scheduled in 

compliance with a student’s IEP/504 goals. 
Grades 6-8 

Teachers will be available to provide live support 
within the schedule that the student is given. 
● Math - 35 minutes live instruction and 30  minutes 

on demand every other day. 
● Reading- 35 minutes live instruction and 30 

minutes of on demand instruction every other day. 
● Humanities - 35 minutes live instruction and 30 

minutes of on demand instruction every other day. 
● Science - 35 minutes live instruction and 30 

minutes on demand every other day. 
● Social Studies - 35 minutes live instruction and 

30 minutes on demand every other day. 
● STEM - 40 minutes live instruction and/or on 

demand instruction every-other day. Teachers will be 
live remotely to support students learning a 
minimum of 25 minutes every other day. 

● Expressive Arts/PE - 40 minutes live instruction and/ 
or on demand instruction every other day. Teachers 
will be live remotely to support students learning a 
minimum of 25 minutes per day. 

● Advisory- 30 minutes live instruction 

5 



and/or 30 minutes on demand weekly. 
● Related services will be scheduled in 

compliance with a student’s IEP/504 goals. 

 
Classrooms 
 

In-Person School Day 
 
Remote Learning School Day 

● Desks/tables will be organized to maximize distance 

between students. 

● Desks/tables will face one direction in the 

classroom. 

● Students will have assigned seats and 

individual workspaces. 

● Preschool students will receive small group 

instruction (2-3 students) replacing whole group 

instruction, to the greatest extent possible. 

● Elementary students (grades PK-5) will stay in 

classrooms as much as possible. 

● Students may move in small groups in grades 3-5 for 

leveled math and/or literacy classes. 

● Art, music, and library teachers will travel to the 

classrooms. 

● Middle school teachers (grades 6-8) will move 

throughout their day to the different student 

cohorts. 

● Classrooms will be cleared of non-essential 

furniture and furniture that is difficult to clean. 

● Classrooms will have a marked path of travel within 

the classroom to maximize social distancing. 

● Areas such as gyms, common areas, and specials 

rooms may be utilized as classrooms to reduce the 

number of people in each classroom. 

● Classes may occur outside when weather permits. 

● Hand sanitizer and surface area wipes will be 

available in classrooms. 

● Time will be built into classroom schedules for 

hygiene practices. 

● Classrooms and common areas will be cleaned 

frequently throughout the day. 

● It is extremely important for students engaged in the 
remote learning setting to have a specific location in 
the home that is designated as their “home 
classroom”. 

 
● This location should have: 

      desk/table, chair, an outlet to plug in the 

student device, reliable internet access, and 

various student supplies. 

● The “home classroom” should be located in a place to 
avoid any distractions or household background 
noise. 

 
● When students are present in the virtual 

classroom, sessions will not be recorded for 
confidentiality and privacy purposes. 
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Curriculum 
 

In-Person School Day 
 
Remote Learning School Day 

● Staff will focus on review of standards from the prior 
year to identify gaps. 

● Focus on social emotional learning in the fall.  
● SD74 curriculum (based on Illinois Learning Standards) 

will be utilized as the basis for instruction so all 
students are receiving the same high quality 
instruction and use of District resources. This will 
ensure a continuity of learning should students move 
between in-person and remote learning throughout 
the year based on individual needs, or if schools are 
closed due to COVID related issues. 

● Classroom teachers will communicate student 
progress and  provide feedback on participation, 
daily work, homework and assessments. 

● Staff will focus on review of standards from the prior 
year to identify gaps. 

● Focus on social emotional learning in the fall.  
● SD74 curriculum (based on Illinois Learning Standards) 

will be utilized as  the basis for instruction so all 
students are receiving the same high  quality 
instruction and use of district  resources. This will 
ensure a continuity of  learning should students move 
between  in-person and remote learning throughout 
the year based on individual needs,  or if schools are 
closed due to COVID  related issues. 

● Classroom teachers will communicate student 
progress and  provide feedback on participation, 
daily work, homework and assessments. 

● Families may be asked to pick up materials curbside 
at the beginning of the school year.  

 
Assessments 
 

In-Person School Day 
 
Remote Learning School Day 

● District Common Assessments will be administered 
following the SD74 Assessment Calendar. 

● Classroom assessments will be 
administered. 

● Standardized assessments (District & State) will be 
administered. 

● District Common Assessments will be 
administered following the SD74 Assessment 
Calendar. 

● Classroom assessments will be 
administered. 

● Standardized assessments (District & 
State) will be administered. 

 
Social Emotional Learning 
 

In-Person School Day 
 
Remote Learning School Day 

● Designated periods of instructional time will be 
allocated to developing students’ 

social-emotional skills. 

● Designated periods of instructional time will be 
allocated to developing students’ social-emotional 
skills. 
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Students with Specific Learning Needs 
 

In-Person School Day 
 
Remote Learning School Day 

● Students with specific learning needs will receive 
their services as outlined in their individual plans 
on-site in the school environment. 

● Students with IEPs/504s will be provided 
accommodations indicated on their current plans. 

● EL services will be provided as appropriate per the 
student’s learning needs. 

● Differentiation services will be provided as 
appropriate per the student’s learning needs. 

● SD74 will work with students and families to ensure 
appropriate learning opportunities for students with 
specific learning needs (e.g. students with IEPs or 
English language learners). 

● When appropriate, accommodations will be provided 
and/or modifications may be made by teachers or 
case managers consistent with the student’s IEP goals 
and identified needs. 

● Related service providers will review student 
needs and determine ways for providing related 
service support. 

● Special education and related service providers 
will communicate with their students and/or 
students’ parents/caregivers each week to 
follow-up on the assignments or lessons given, 
and check-in with the student on how they are 
functioning. 

● Contacts may be in the form of phone calls, emails 
and/or video chats or conferences.  

● Students who receive English Learner (EL) services will 
continue to be contacted and supported, as 
appropriate, by the SD74 EL teachers. 

● Guidelines for services are specific to the individual 
student’s needs; and therefore, specific information 
related to these services will be communicated to 
individual families based on those identified needs. 

● Specific questions related to IEP/504 services should 
be directed to your child’s case manager or teacher.  

 

 
Technology 
 

In-Person School Day 
 
Remote Learning School Day 

● SD74 students in grades 5-8 will have their own iPad. 

● For any family that is in need of technology support, 
please reach out to our tech department. 
techsupport@sd74.org 

 
 

● SD74 students in grades 5-8 will have their own iPad. 
● For any family that is in need of technology support, 

please reach out to our tech department. 
techsupport@sd74.org 
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Grading and Feedback 
 

In-Person School Day 
 
Remote Learning School Day 

● Return to SD74 grading practices to the fullest 
extent possible. 

● Grading and assessment are meant to provide 
feedback and communication to students and 
families with the focus on learning, growth and 
progress. 

● Report cards will be provided at the end of each 
trimester or quarter. 

● Teachers will provide clear communication on the 
classroom procedures for submitting work for grading 
and/or feedback. 

● Students in grades 4-8 will have access to a District 
owned gmail account. 

● Additional educational applications may be used for 
instructional purposes, but the expectation of when 
and how the educational app should be used will be 
communicated by the assigning teacher. 

● Students will be held accountable for the completion 
of assignments and assessments in compliance with 
SD74 grading practices. 

● Grading and assessment are meant to provide 
feedback and communication to students and 
families with the focus on learning, growth and 
progress. 

● Report cards will be provided at the end of each 
trimester or quarter. 

● In a remote learning school day timely, clear, 
consistent, and concise communication is vital for 
all involved.  

● Parents and teachers of preschool students will use 
SeeSaw to submit student assignments and  provide 
feedback. 

● Students in grades K-2 will submit work and 
teachers will provide feedback through the 
students’ SeeSaw accounts. 

● Students in grades 3-5 will submit work and teachers 
will provide feedback through the students’ Google 
Classroom accounts. 

● Students in grades 6-8 will submit work and teachers 
will provide feedback through the students’ 
Schoology accounts. 

● Students in grades 4-8 will have access to a District 
owned gmail account. 

 
Lockers/Cubbies 
 

In-Person School Day 
 
Remote Learning School Day 

● Students in elementary schools will report to their 

classroom before going to or using hooks/cubbies. 

● Students will access hooks/cubbies in shifts to abide 

by social distancing requirements. 

● Middle school lockers will not be used, students will 

need backpacks to carry.  

● Not applicable in a remote learning setting. 
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● Gym locker rooms will not be utilized in middle 

school. Students will not be required to change.  

 
Lunch 
 

In-Person School Day 
 
Remote Learning School Day 

● Lunch will be eaten in classrooms. 
● Students will have the option to bring a lunch 

from home or purchase a boxed lunch from 
the District. Boxed lunch options will rotate 
throughout the week.  

● Student seating will be intentional to 
maximize social distancing. 

● Designated space in classrooms for students with 
an allergy sensitivity.  

● Rooms sanitized before and after eating. 

● Students will wash/sanitize hands before and after 
eating. 

● Not applicable in a remote learning setting. 

 
 
Specials/Physical Education 
 

In-Person School Day 
 
Remote Learning School Day 

● Elementary specials (PK-5) will take place in the 

grade level classroom. When possible outdoor 

spaces or the gymnasium may be utilized with 

social distancing.  

● Grades 6-8, physical education will take place in 

the gymnasium or outdoor space with social 

distancing. 

● Band and Orchestra lessons may start up 

again later in the year with proper social 

distancing guidelines. Watch for updated 

information throughout the year.  

● Full group rehearsals (band, orchestra, choir) will 

not convene. 

● Live and on demand instruction will take place as 
designated by the grade level and student 
schedule.  

● A schedule will be given to remote learners to log 
into a specials class.  
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Outdoor Opportunities and Recess 
 

In-Person School Day 
 
Remote Learning School Day 

● Students in grades PK-5 will have up to 20 minutes of 
outside recess everyday when weather permits. Each 
elementary classroom teacher will monitor their own 
class during recess. Each building will develop a 
staggered recess schedule. Recess may not be 
attached to the lunch periods. 

● Students in grades 6-8 may take breaks outside 
when weather permits. 

● Whenever possible, classes such as music and PE 
will be held outside. 

● Students may remove their masks during outdoor 
recess while remaining physically distant. 

● Playground equipment will be restricted to one 
group at a time and disinfected in between uses.  

● Blacktop and open spaces will be utilized for 
outside activities. 

● Students will sanitize hands upon reentry to the 
building. 

● Not applicable in a remote learning setting. 

● Students are encouraged to partake in outdoor 
opportunities at home whenever possible. 

 

Internet  
 

In-Person School Day 
 
Remote Learning School Day 

● Internet access is available in all SD74 learning spaces 
and schools. 

● SD74 techonolgy team is here to assist any 
family that needs internet help.  

● If students are unable to access the internet due to 
issues outside of their control (e.g. power outages), 
teachers will allow students extra days to make-up 
their homework/classwork. 

 
Supplies  
 

In-Person School Day 
 
Remote Learning School Day 

● Students will bring their own supplies and not 
share them. 

● Students should only bring the minimum amount 

● Student supplies should be readily available in the 
“home classroom”. 
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(class lists on the District website list 
recommendations) and keep supplies in a pencil 
case or pouch.  

 
Field Trips 
 

In-Person School Day 
 
Remote Learning School Day 

● All field trips have been suspended at this time. 
● No large group assemblies of more than 50 

individuals will take place. 

● All field trips have been suspended at this time. 
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